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cheap raw material, and a welcome absence of foreign
competition laid the world at its feet; and while
misguided Continental nations rose and fell in the
scales of European war, the more judicious subjects
of Queen Victoria minded their own (and a major
portion of the world's) business. With growing
assiduity and extremely satisfactory results they con-
centrated on production. The normal growth of
the United States was interrupted by the tragic
controversy of the Civil War; and Europe reeled
through a decade of four successive conflicts, as the
French liberated Italy from Austria, and Prussia
liberated parts of Denmark from the Danes and
ousted Austria from Germany and finally effaced
the French. These martial vicissitudes were watched
with varying emotions by British onlookers in ring-
side seats, whose business was not interrupted more
than absolutely necessary. Business, indeed, was
improving steadily. Their chimneys smudged the
English skies; and England did not seem to mind,
because a large majority of Englishmen could still
remember just how far the antecedent age of un~
mitigated agriculture had fallen short of the idyllic.
Meanwhile their towns were growing almost as
quickly as their profits in an era of successful
common-sense, self-help, and enterprise rewarded*
This might be uncongenial to lyric poets* But it
was precisely what the vast majority of their fellow-
countrymen appeared to want in the third quartet
of the Nineteenth Century; and as the wheels re-
volved still faster, advancing streets of red brick
cottages steadily engulfed more of the countryside,
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